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they could have; his remoteness from   Boston being waived in consideration of the impartiality and comprehensiveness which distance might give to his view.    He, though immersed in literary occupation, accepted the duty at  once, and histiuitly set about the studies preparatory to his sketch.    He measured his space, selected his names, refreshed and fortified his recollections, searched the processes of development, wrote, rewrote, weighed his words in scales of cxrtcfc justice, and submitted his manuscript to his  intimate   friend  George   Bancroft   before trusting it to the publisher.    The pen dropped from his fingers midway in the work, and the uncompleted  chapter was finished by  another hand;   admirably finished, too, but  not quite according to the plan which  Mr. Ripley laid out, and which he alone could complete.     The Bchomc was as remarkable for clearness as  it was for candor of judgment, and the  composition is among the most careful productions of his skill.    The space accorded to the -writer did nob permit a more extended range of  thought; it is simply astonishing that, having   no more room, so much that was valuable  should have bcuMi compressed into it.    It is matter of regret that Mr. Ripley's excessive modesty prevented Uis  yielding   to   Dr.  Channing's  frequent request that he would write an account of mod